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Matt Moffett secures the best possible results for his corporate and insurance clients and is recognized annually as one of the Top 100 lawyers in Georgia. He recently tried and won four wrongful death cases where each plaintiff attorney asked the jury for a 7 figure verdict. He further secured a defense verdict for his corporate client in a sexual assault case where the plaintiff attorney asked the jury for a million dollars. And last year, following an 8 figure demand and during the trial of a spinal cord injury case, he convinced the plaintiff attorney to settle for a 5 figure number. Matt has tried over 150 cases successfully in state and federal courts. 

[image: http://www.gdla.org/images/GDLA-Logo-Horizontal.jpg]Matt is a member of the executive committee of the Georgia Defense Lawyers Association, and he is an instructor at the GDLA Trial Academy. He regularly speaks all over the country to lawyers, risk managers and claims professionals and has presented often for the Defense Research Institute and the Claims and Litigation Management Alliance. 
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Significant Defense Trial Verdicts
Pacheco v. Regal Theater and Perfections Security 
State Court of DeKalb County, 08A99832-1
Negligent security, third party criminal attack, wrongful death. Two week trial involving multiple medical, pathology, criminology, security and economist experts, concerning shooting and death of a patron in a movie theatre. 7 figure settlement demand. Defense verdict.
Dibble v. Riggins and RUMC 
State Court of Fulton County, 06-EV-0101181D
Sexual assault/molestation, negligent hiring/supervision/retention. One week trial in defense of religious institution sued over 16 year old allegedly seduced, if not forced into sexual relationship with youth minister. 7 figure settlement demand. Defense verdict.
Vasilieva v. Crowe 
State Court of Fulton County, 06EV001256E
Pedestrian/vehicle wrongful death. 7 figure settlement demand. One week trial involving accident re-construction, traffic engineering, human factors, economist and multiple medical experts. Confidential hi-lo agreement in place. Defense verdict.
McDowell v. Optimus Solutions, LLC
State Court of Cherokee County, 07-SC-1741
Vehicle collision, spinal surgery. One week trial in defense of corporation whose driver was cited by investigating officer for improper left turn as cause of serious injury collision. 6 figure settlement demand. Defense verdict.
Raines v. Maughan
State Court of Fulton County, 2007EV001852A
Premises liability, third party criminal attack, wrongful death. One week trial in defense of an apartment complex sued by mother of individual shot and killed on property. 7 figure settlement demand. Defense verdict.
Godbee/Chick v. KIA and Leverette
State Court of Cobb County, 2007A-12496-3
Vehicle collision, product defect, wrongful death. Two week trial involving accident reconstruction, biomechanical engineering, design engineering, human factors, medical and economist experts, concerning driver involved in low speed collision resulting in airbag deployment causing rupture to driver’s aorta and resulting death. 7 figure settlement demand. Defense verdict. 
 
Read Matt’s blogs online at www.grsmb.com/moffett
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One of the Best!
“Matt is simply one of the best civil defense lawyers I know (and I have worked against some really good ones around the county). If you are a defendant or an insurer, you would be well served with Matt in your corner. If you are a plaintiff or plaintiff’s lawyer, don’t underestimate this guy!”
-Nationally Recognized Trial Attorney with $250+ million in recoveries – Serious Injury/Wrongful Death Cases Nationwide. 

Professionalism and Skill
“Matt, I wanted to pass along my congratulations to you for the result on this case and the appreciation of our insured. I have shared a letter sent to me from the insured with our management here. It expresses appreciation for the professionalism and skill demonstrated by all involved in the case, including the legal representation your firm provided. Thank you for your efforts as our panel counsel.”
-Claims Supervisor for National Insurer

Honest and Straightforward
“Matt Moffett is an honest and straightforward lawyer with excellent trial skills. He is highly regarded by his professional colleagues.”
-Adverse Counsel Testimonial


Vindication
“I want to thank you for all your hard work and the great job you did preparing and trying the case . . . and several colleagues asked me to pass along their respects for a job well done. I just got off the phone with the insured and he couldn’t say enough . . . his wife used words like “superb” and “fantastic”, and said that she couldn’t have handpicked better attorneys. They both felt a great sense of relief getting with they called vindication. I think this will help them move on after almost five years. Thanks again for your hard work”
-Claims Examiner for National Insurer
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Student Sues Over Facebook Photo Use

Teen says she was publicly humiliated when Fayette school official used her picture in a public
speech on dangers of social media posts

R.ROBIN MCDONALD | rmcdonald@alm.com

‘When a Fayette County school administra-
tor gave a public seminar on how social media
might permanently damage ayoung person’s
reputation, he singled out a Facebook photo
of a bikini-clad high school senior to make
his point.

He may have succeeded too well. The young
woman, now 19, feels her reputation was dam-
aged—not by the Facebook post but by how
it was used. She has sued the school district
and the administrator for $2 million, claiming
libel, slander, invasion of privacy and a host of
other wrongs.

The suit, pending in federal court in Newn-
an, stems from a 2011 community forum pre-
sentation by Curtis Cearley, the Fayette school
district’s director of technology services on
the dangers and often permanent nature of
Internet postings.

During the slide show, he first displayed
a cartoon in which a daughter confronts her
mother over the mother’s old Facebook page,
which lists her hobbies as “bad boys, jello shoot-
ersand body art,” according to the suit.

He followed it with a photo taken from the
Facebook page of Chelsea Chaney, then a
17-year-old senior at Starr’s Mill High School.
Shown ata family outing at a lake, Chaney was
wearing a bikini and standing next to alife-size
replica of rapper Snoop Dogg. The rapper was
holding a can of Blast—a caffeinated alcoholic
beverage he promotes that is often referred
to as “alcopop” because of its fruity taste and
inherent appeal to underage drinkers.

In his presentation, Cearley
identified Chaney by name
and added this caption to the
photo: “Once it’s there, it’s
there to stay,” said Chaney’s
lawyer, Paul “Pete” Well-
born III. Wellborn said that
juxtaposing Chaney’s photo
with the cartoon implied that
Chaney was engaging in equal-
Iy questionable behaviar.

Cearley’ point, the lawyer
said, “was to show how embar-
rassed and humiliated you
can be if you put something
on the Internet.” In order to
doit, Cearley publicly humili-
ated the high school senior
with a photo in a Facebook
album that was available only
to Chelsea’s Facebook friends
and friends of friends, Well-
bom explained.

“If I gave a seminar on the
harm that results from hitting
someone in the face with a
baseball bat, if as part of that
seminar I walked up to a student and hit him
in the face with a baseball bat to illustrate the
harm that results, it’s absurd for me to say I
didn’tintend the harm,” he said. Chaney, now
astudent at the University of Georgia, claims
that Cearley’ presentation violated the school
district’s social media policies governing the
perusal and use of student’ Facebook pages
and other social media forums. In addition to

Matthew Moffett of Gray, Rust, St. Amand, Moffett & Brieske

the libel, slander and privacyclaims, Chaney’s
lawyer said Cearley’s public display of
Chaney’s Facebook photo violated the teen-
ager’s right to be free from unconstitutional
searches and seizures by officers of the state.

“Thiscase especially hit home to me because
she is only a couple of years older than my
daughter,” said Wellborn. “All I could think of
is how I would feel if someone had done this to
my daughter.”
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Is there really no such thing as a free
lunch?

Everyone “knows" there is no such thing as a fres lunch, ight? Wel, maybe there is and maybe s quite

satistying.

We often discover that a company's vendor contracts promise prolecton for the company i the event of a
Iawsuit When we see indemnity or insurance procurement provisions in these confracts, we evaluate risk-
Shifing and money-saving opportunits for the company we represent.

Ofen, these contract provisions mean the ofher party and s insurer will pay for your “lunch” by paying your

defense costs and settiement costs. This i exactly the result we achieved for a client n a fecent premises

Habity negligent securty lawsuit

Our cient managed an apariment complex and had hired a third-party vendor to provide securiy patrol
services. The Securlty Conlract shifed rsks *arsing out of vendor securly services to the vendor, there was
both an indemnification and an insurance procurement provision. Alihough the vendor was not a named
defendant, we tendered anyway o the vendor and is nsurer. Afer Itigating the issue, as part of the underying
case against our cient, the end result was a recovery of our chent' legal fees and defense costs from the
Vendor and s insurer who also paid i ull 1o resolve the underlying case against our clent. Our cient certaily
enjoyed that free lunch

Pursuing the vendor and s insurer on parallltracks under the indemniy and insurance procurement
provisions meant two potential pots of money from which to obtain recovery for and profection of our client, and
als0 meant we i not need to worry about the possibilty that the vendor would be udgment-proof. Has offfo
our clet for s careful negotiation and incusion of indemnity and insurance procurement provsions in this
Vendor contract Careful examination of the subject contract o the front end of any lawsu of claim is the key
1o shifting risk, saving money, and planning the best tender strategy.
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